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P O P U L A T I O N .

G e n t l e m e n :— D uring- the tw o  years ending July      
31st, 1890, the average attendance at the sch oo l for   
feeble m inded was as f o l l o w s :

1888-9   198
1889-90   268  L a r g e s t  a t -

T h e  h igh est  number in attendance at any one time tendance 
was on  June l 3th, 1890, when there w ere  303— 169 
males and 134 females. T hese  p erson s  w ere  distrib 
uted as fo l low s :

M. F. T.
In school and training department...............  71 72 143
In custodia............................................................  84 62 146
At farm co lo n y ....................................................  14 .................

Total ................................................................  169 134 303
T h e applications and adm issions w ere  as fo llow s : 

Applications: M. F.   T .
Previous to Aug. 1. 1888.....................................  214 133 347
From Aug. 1, 1888, to Aug. 1 1890. ................... 95 8O 175

Total ................................................................  309 213 522
Admissions:

Previous to Aug. 1. 1888.....................................  167 97 264
From Aug. 1, 1888 to Aug. 1, 1890................... 83 82 165

Total .............. ..................................................  250 179 429
 

There are several factors that conduce  to effect the 
average attendance and m ake an accurate estimate 
o f  future attendance im possible in a rap id ly  g row in g  
institution.

One v e ry  im portant factor  is the uncertainty as to 
the extent accom m odations will be furnished. 

The actual net increase during the last three year's  
was 53, 41 and 70 respectively . 

Three  hundred and sixty fo r  '91 and 92 and four 
hundred and ten fo r  ’92 and ’93 w ou ld  be very  conserv- 
ative estimates if room  is prov ided  fo r  those numbers.
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numbers of deaths

causes ofdeath

g re a te s t  mortality in custodia

no serious epidemics
roethlin andvaricella.

hospital for contagiousdiseases.

drain aroundnorth wingcompleted.

recommendsubbasementand closett o w e r .

H E A L T H . S A N I T A T I O N  A N D  M O R T A L I T Y .
T h ere  have  been 24 deaths during  the tw o years, 

from  causes as fo l low s :
Cancrum O r i s  ( m a l i g n a n t ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
E p i l e p s y ............... ....................................................................... 8
i n f l a m m a t i o n  o f  b o w e l s .................................................. .... 1
M a r a s m u s  ( l ow  v i t a l i t y ) ................................................ .....3
N e r v o u s  e xhaust i o n ........................................................... .... 1
Phthisis....................................................................... ....7
Pneumonia (with la grippe).................. ................ ....2
Speci f i c  i n f e c t i o n .................................................................... 1

T o t a l ...................................................... .......................... 2 4
All o f these cases except five (5) were from the 

custodial departm ent.
One helpless child was moribund when received 

and charity suggested giving it hospital care for the 
few hours it was to live rather than to send it home 
to die enroute.

As our custodial department grows our mortality 
list increases. The more hopeless and helpless the 
cases for  which applications are made, are, the more 
urgently do their homes appeal to us and we have 
never returned any child to its home because it could 
not live long.

W e have been free from any serious epidemic.
A few  cases of roethlin and quite a number of 

cases o f  varicella have required isolation and extra 
care, but there has been nothing more serious.

The wooden hospital building which was by your 
direction fitted up for the care of contageous dis
eases, would be of great service in the event of such 
a misfortune.

A drain has been completed around the north wing 
o f the main building which remedies in part the 
dampness heretofore complained of, but there are 
times still when some of the rooms of the basement 
in this wing cannot be occupied during damp  weather 
when there is no steam in use for heating.

I renew my former recommendations that (.1) a 
sub-basement- be excavated under the north wing and 
(2) that a suitable tower be erected on the west o f  
the south section of the north wing and the water 
closets o f  that section be removed to said tower.

In the south wing where our custodial easels are 
cared for, the ventilation and general sanitary con 
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ditions are good, though we have been required to 
tax the capacity of this department beyond theoreti
cal limits. There are about 200 children cared for 
in this south wing and yet the successful operation 
of the ventilating system and its simplicity are evi
dent to ail who examine it.

THE TRAINING DEPARTMENT
The methods employed in the school department 

have been quite fully discussed in previous reports.
We have been enabled to systematize our school work 

more and improve the classification, as the increase 
in population has justified an increase in teaching 
force. The manual and industrial training feature 
has developed successfully.

I present below an analysis of the accomplish
ments of our pupils. The scheme followed is not a 
very satisfactory one. I have used it for the sake of 
uniformity with the reports solicited by the depart
ment of education at Washington. This analysis 
represents the status of our whole population 
whether under training or not.

Those under training in the school department 
proper averaged 100 and 142 respectively during the 
two years of the biennial period. Of a population of 
300, 86 were not under training at the time to which 
this analysis applies. Of the latter number 89 had 
been under training but found unimprovable, white 
47 never received any special training.

The figures represent the number that were either 
engaged in the exercises specified or whose capabili
ties are indicated by them:

1. KINDERGARTEN AND PRIMARY EXERCISES
a.  S i m p l e  m a n u a l  e x e r c i s e s  t o  o v e r c o m e  i m p e r f e c t  i o n s

o f  movement, etc............................................................. 58
b. E x e r c i s e s  i n t e n d e d  t o  d e v e l o p  ! h i . :  p e r c e p t i v e  f a c u l 

ties............................................................................ 
c. Exercises to overcome imperfect ions of speech.........  215
d.  R e g u l a r  k i n d e r g a r t e n  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s i m i l a r  e x e r c i s e s  6 9

2. REGULAR SCHOOL WORK
a. Reading.......................................................................  118
b. W riting..................................................................................  96
c .  G r a m m a r ,  ' s i m p l e  e x e r c i s e s ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   51
d.  G e o g r a p h y ,  ( ' M i n n e s o t a  p r i n c i p a l l y )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8

e .  A r i t h m e t i c ,  ( f u n d a m e n t a l  o p e r a t i o n s ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 2

f .  H i s t o r y ,  ( P r i m a r y  o f  U . S . ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 9

g. Vocal music..........................................................................          54           
h. I n s t r u m e n t a l  m u s i c ,  ( b r a s s  b a n d  a n d  p i a n o ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0

i. Exercises in presentation, (recitations and operettas) 32

EXCELLENTVENTILATIONIN SOUTHWING.
PLAN OF VENTILATIONSIMPLE.

TRAININGMETHODSMORESYSTEMATIC

SCHEME O F  ACCOMPLISHMENTS

NUMBER UNDER TRAININGTHOSE NOTUNDER TRAINING.
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                            BIENNIAL REPORTW e  need  addit ional  r o o m  f o r  s ch o o l  p u r p o s e s  v e r y  
m u c h  A  brass  ban d  has been o r g a n i z e d  about
e ig h t e e n  m o u th s  and is p l a y i n g  v e r y  c red i tab ly ,3. House Work, Needle work Etc.

a .
 Se w in g .................................................................................... 69

b. Knitt ing................................................................................. 32
c. Baking....................................................................................  6
d. Chamber work....................................................................... 17
e. House cleaning.....................................................................  21
f . Nursing and care of c hildren.........................................  2

B. Handcraft,
a. Farming and gardening by details from school.........  20

Farming and gardening regularly [farm colony].......  14
b. Carpentry.............................................................................. 1
c. brush making.......................................................................  58
d. Scroll sawing....................................................................... 6
e. Metal hammering................................................................ 16

In  the S t e w a r d s ’ r e p o r t  w i l l  be  f o u n d  the financial  
s ta tem ent  o f  ou r  in d u s tr ia l  w o r k  S ee  p g .  11] f o r  the 
tw o  y e a rs  just  ended.  W e  hav e  a r e c o r d  o f  abou t  514 
d ozen s  o f  brushes  o f  v a r io u s  sty les,  b e s id e s  a la rge  
n u m b e r  o f  p i e c e s  o f  s c r o l l  w o rk ,  h a m m e r e d  metal,  
etc . .  m ad e  b y  ou r  b o y s  d u r in g  the tw o  years .  A  c o n 
s iderab le  am ount  o f  w o r k  o f  this k ind  h as  been d o i ng 
o f  w h i c h  n o  a c c o u n t  has  b e e n  m ade .  D u r in g  the 
s u m m e r  a c o n s id e r a b le  detai l  w o r k  w as  d o n e  b y  the 
b o y s  on  the farm.

T h e  g ir l s  in the  s e w i n g  c lass  h a v e  d o ne, 6.186 
p ie c e s  o f  w o rk ,  as f o l l o w s :
A p r o n s ................................... .........................................................  567
Bags................................................................................................... 4
Bands ..............................................................................................  20
B i b s ................ ..................................................................................  53
Bread cloths.................................................................................... 6
Blankets...........................................................................................  6
Chemise............................................................................................ 60
C u rta in s . , , , ....................................................................................  10
Chair scats, canvas .......................................................................  39
Carpet rags ...............................................................................lbs. 115
Cases, pil low....................................................................................  385
Collars.............................................................................................  43
Drawers .................................................................................... p rs 141
Dresses ............................................................................................ .12
Dusters..............................................................................................  2
Iron holders..................................................................... ...........2
Napkins............................................................................................  605
Napkins, children's.......................................................................  245
Night dresses..................................................................................  91
Sand b a g s ........................................................................................ 22
Shirts.................................................................................................  62
Sheets ...............................................................................................  685
Skirts, dress ...................... .............................................................  77
Skirts, under ..................................................................................  20
Spreads.............................................................................................  156
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T ic k s .................................................................................................  2
T ow e ls .............................................................................................1,723
Tablecloths......................................................................................  32
Sheets ...............................................................................................  292
Neckties............................................................................................ 40
Iron holders...................................................................................  15
Waists, u n d e r ................................................................................. 24
Waists, g ir ls ' ..................................................................................  97
Waists, jeans................................................................................... 39
Mending................................................................................ pieces 460
Emb. aprons....................................................................................  2
Emb. scarfs......................................................................................  5

Total........................................................................6,786
T h e g ir ls  h a v e  a lso  d o n e  som e  fa n c y  w o r k  b y  w a y  

o f  variety , as f o l lo w s :
F A N C Y  W O R K .

Emb. tidies..... .......................................................................  3
Emb. aprons .........................................................................  65
Emb. pillow sham s.............................................................. 3 pair.
Emb. splashers............. ........................................................ 23
Emb. scarfs............................................................................  6
Emb. glove cases.....................................................  .........  3
Emb. cigar cases...................................................................  1
Emb. cushion pin .................................................................  1
Hem stitched handkerchiefs.............  ............................  6
Hem stitched splashers......................................................  2
Hem stitched scarfs............................................................ 5
Emb. tray c lo th s .................................................................. 3
Crocheted baskets................................................................ 5
Crocheted head wrap................................... ........................ 6
Crocheted slippers................................................................ 3 pair.
Crocheted b a g s .....................................................................  5
Crocheted match receivers................................................  2
Crocheted collar boxes........................................... ............. 7
Crocheted lace.......................................................................  144 yds.
Darned napkins..................................................................... 15

Total pieces, pairs and yards................................ 178
W e  fe e l  s om e  p r id e  in  w h a t  o u r  ch i ld re n  have d on e  

in the industries , n o t  f o r  a n y  financia l c o n s id e ra t io n s  
but b eca u se  it fu rn ish e s  a d d it ion a l e v id e n ce  o f  the 
ultim ate ca p a b il i t ie s  o f  the  f e e b le  m in d ed  as s u g g e s te d  
h ere to fo re .  It  w i l l  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  that w e  are  c o 
ord in atin g  the s c h o o l  r o o m  and s h o p  tra in ing . W e  
k n o w  o f  no  k in d  o f  m an u a l t ra in in g  f o r  o ld e r  fe e b le  
m inded  p u p ils  that, u p o n  the w h o le ,  a c c o m p lis h  its 
o b je c ts  so s u c c e s s fu l ly  as the  s h o p  tra in ing . A s  an 
e x p e r ie n ce d  a u th o r ity  has  stated  in r e fe r e n c e  to  s h o p  
w o rk  fo r  norm a] ch i ld re n .  I t  is ca rr ied  on  u nder  
a sense o f  r e sp o n s ib i l i ty ,  and w ith  a c o n s c io u s n e s s  
that p en a lt ie s  attach  to  fa i lu re  in  it. and, a b ov e  all, it 
is real and e a rn e s t ."

T h e  n e w ly  e q u ip p e d  la u n d r y  b u i ld in g  is s e r v in g

industrial resu ltsencouraging

school and s h o p s  coordinated

shops superior for manualtraining.
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          also for a boys ‘ shop, and is in itself very complete
  

 f o r  b o t h  purposes. The structure was, however,
erected upon the girls ’ side of the building, so that 
eventually the girls could be instructed in ironing 
and other laundry work. The present location of the

            girls’ sewing class is needed for quarters for employes
and it seems very desirable that a shop for the boys, 
be built south of the boiler and engine room, and con
nected to the present school rooms by means of a cor-                   ridor. Such a building would also provide room for          a carpenter and repair shop and a large store roomfor the institution for which there is an urgent need.THE CUSTODIAL DEPARTMENT                             As suggested all of the available room for the useof this department is occupied and we have for some                                    time been refusing applications.                          The most 

urgent need of the institution to-day is for additional room for this class. The room 
pro- vided for them during the last two years has served   its purpose well 

within the limit of its capacity.                                                

T H E  CUSTODIAL DEPARTMENT 

 As suggested, all of the available room for the use
                    of this department; is occupied and we have for some  

 time been refusing applications. 
 The most urgent need of the institution to-day is

for additional room for this class. The room pro 
vided for them during the last two years has served 
its- purpose well within the limit of its capacity.

Am ong those who have given the m ost attention 
to t h i s  s u b je c t  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  g r o w -

i n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  " u n i m -
p r o v a b le "  c la s s e s  o f  id io t s  a n d  t h e  fe e b le m in d e d t h a t  

a re  o v e r  th e  s ch o o l  t ra in in g  a g e ,  is  to  co lo n iz e
them in small numbers of 100 to 200 in a building or 
buildings near the training department where the 
                   inmates can have the advantage of the amusements 
                      and attractions of the center and the benefit of expert 
 treatment and care.

The organization for their care under a general ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n  can bo made very simple and compara- 

t i v e l y  inexpensive. Large well ventilated day rooms 
and dormitories with a few small rooms for the exci
table cases, and plenty of protected veranda space 
for use during inclement weather in connection with 
a building which offers the minimum amount of dan
ger from combustion, are the most important requirements.

If the cost of constructing a two-story building is 
no more than that of constructing a three story build
ing for the same number of persons and of the same
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materials, everything else favors the low building, 
especially for those more helpless persons. They 
should  live in the open air, just as much as possible, 
and it is very desirable that; their day rooms be lo 
cated as close to the ground as possible after secur
ing the necessary sub-basement room. The bane of 
public buildings generally is their height when loca
ted where ground room is no consideration. If the 
labor and energy which is now expended in ascending 
and descending stairs in our larger buildings, and in 
carrying helpless people up and down, day after day, 
cou ld  be reserved for that work which is essential 
rather than incidental, the state would secure better, 
though perhaps no more willing service at a less cost 
besides wrecking less of her servants lives and 
healths. In my judgment, we should neither build 
to live too high nor bury our living and sleeping 
rooms below the surface of the ground.

As stated under the heading  "population” we al
ready have enough to fill a building designed for 150 
and if such a structure were built at once, we could only 
just care for the present number in the south wing 
to say nothing of a number already refused and those 
for whom applications will be made during the next 
year.

Mr. Barron, our superintendent of construction, 
estimates that a building such as we have suggested 
to accommodate about 150 would cost about $60,000.00.

THE E P I L E P T I C S .

During a portion of the time we have had as many 
as 50 epileptics under the care o f the school, at once.

As stated in our last report, the care of this class 
adds to the expense of the institution. The epileptic 
problem is an especially difficult one for solution. 
All who have had any experience with these unfor
tunate people in schools for the feeble-minded, recog
nize the difficulty of attempting to care for them 
among the ordinary pupils of the school. Their in
fluence is demoralizing in almost every way. Their 
mutual influence when with similarly afflicted associ
ates is not good. Their individual peculiarities must 
be carefully studied and their surroundings adjusted

Public build-
ings too
high.

Buildings
should 
not be in 
theground.

Enough now 
to till new 
building.

Cost, of  pro
posed build- 
ing.

e i le p t ic s  
under care.
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                   to them. In some cases, school work seems to be ofC on d itio n  o f
epileptics  benef i t ,  and  in o t h e r  cases  it is p o s i t i v e ly  in jurious .can be im -  

proved. can reaffirm however the former statement that
the condition of the epileptic can be mitigated by 
proper environments and treatment. We find that 
the employment furnished by the farm and shops 
assists very much in bringing happiness and con
tentment to the hearts of our epileptic boys. There 
occupations fill a place for the boys that we cannot 
now altogether supply for the girls similarly affected.

T H E  F A R M  C O L O N Y .
                  The organization of our farm colony with a family 

              o f 14 boys is already familiar to you. While the 
organization has not been completed long enough 
to demonstrate the financial phases of the subject, 
yet there can be no question of its success in this 
particular, under careful management. The larger 
quantities of milk and vegetables that must con
stantly be such prominent factors in the dietary of 
the school can be readily and economically furnished 
by the farm.

The states of Ohio. New York and Illinois have 
                      abundantly demonstrated this phase, of the project, 

                  For example Dr. W. B. Fish of the Illinois school at 
Lincoln states that their farm people have produced 
and furnished the institution on rented land [for 
which the state pays annually $1000 cash] enough to 
pay the rental, wages of help, improvements on the 
farm, and farm machinery and left an average bal
ance of §1200 annually to the credit of the farm. I 
believe time will amply justify your action in pur
chasing the Gilmore farm.

G E N E R A L .
After the state has furnished abundant means for the educa

tion of a feeble-minded person, and his intellectual development 
has b e e n  p u s h e d  as far as practicable; after his hands have been 
taught to be useful and his motives upright the question still 
presents itself what will become of h im ? or  what is to be done 
with him? So long as he has parents that are devoted to him 
he can leave the school and become useful and happy and be a 
comfort to their declining years, but the world does not have a, 
place for the imbecile, however competent he may become in
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the line in which his faculties develop, because his imbecility 
implies a lack of judgement, a narrow intellectual range, an 
inability generally to plan or manage, a lack of comprehension 
of the relation of cause to effect except in the particular thing 
in which he has been frequently instructed. For this reason we 
can never expect to send out a large percentage of our pupils 
to care for  themselves. In my judgement it is not desirable 
generally to do so. The results of this experience have not 
b e e n  satisfactory in other institutions except in the case of a 
small number of persons. Whenever one of our pupils can go 
out and successfully maintain his independence by all means it 
should be insisted upon but for the larger number who can 
never do this it seems to me the institution must be their 
guardian for life and prepare them for and furnish them with 
that means of support which will keep them at once com for
table and happy and at the same time economically.

I would not modify for this reason a course of instruction. 
The same training that would be best suited to prepare our 
pupils for a life outside of the institution, would in my opinion 
be just the training that would best prepare them for the per
manent institution life. There can be a diversity of useful em
ployments provided, especially for boys among which farm
ing, gardening and darying must always be chief but supplie- 
mented by constructive industries that possess a charm for 
many that the farm does not, especially required in this climate 
of short summers. The school must not in any sense be sub
ordinated to but rather co-ordinated with other training. 
Abundant recreations and variations in the routine programme 
are essential and in no sense should a feeble-minded child ever 
be employed to do routine drudgery. Other things being equal 
the institution when systematic and profitable employments are 
followed, furnishes the happiest and most contented children.

C H A N G E S .

Miss Clara Bossnot who served faithfully for two years in 
the schools, resigned in 1888. Miss Josephine Marcy, a teacher 
of rare merit in this work, who has taught four years in this 
school resigned in July, 1800. by reason of ill health. Miss 
Minnie Essler, the faithful, conscientious clerk of the school 
since 1887, resigned in February. 1800, to assume a larger 
jurisdiction in a smaller institution, and will carry the good 
wishes of all her friends into her new home.
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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S .

We feel very greatful to the many friends that al ways remem
ber our large family at Christmas time. From the cash p ro 
ceeds, last year, over one hundred dollars were used to 
purchase lantern slides which have furnished material for 
several evening’s of entertainment since and will continue to do 
so in the- future.

The late Hon. Gordon E. Cole very kindly permitted the 
school to maintain the annual camp on his farm, Linden Park, 
near Cannon Lake, during last July and August.

The Minneapolis Weekly Tribune and the “ Visitor"' of St. 
Paul, have come regularly to our reading room, and as they 
are the only outside papers o f the state which are furnished 
gratuitously, our older boys appreciate the kindness.

The public have manifested a very kindly interest in the 
school and its work during the period, which has helped to in 
sure successful results.

With trifling exceptions the officers and employes of the 
school have been universally loyal and devoted to their duties.

I wish to express to you, gentlemen, my sincere apprecia
tion of your support and counsel which have been constantly 
manifested. Respectfully submitted,

A. C. ROGERS, 
Superintendent and Physician.

A  F E W  C A S ES ,  I L L U S T R A T I V E  O F  S C H O O L  W O R K .

I.

No. 291 (Age 9.)—When she entered school did not appear to 
understand anything said to her. Did not obey, but persisted 
in running around the room; cried and laughed without cause; 
did not grasp any object or let go readily. There was no evi
dence of any knowledge of form or color; could not keep in line 
when trying to inarch with the oilier children, but would wan
der off at random; could not speak. Has been under training 
eight months. She has learned two colors, red and green; 
will sit quietly at her desk and amuse herself with some play 
thing; will follow a line o f march; can say the words " Oh,” 
" P a p a .” " Dear” and " B a b y ” ; obeys and will execute a simple 
command; strings beads and does other kindergarten work. 
Is affectionate and fond of approval.
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No. 151 (Age 17.) When he came to the institution he spoke 
and understood nothing but French; had never been in school; 
was nervous, disobedient and violent in his temper. Has been 
under  training four years. He has learned to to speak English 
very well; reads in the second reader, and can frame sentences 
and do other simple language work; knows the use of the pe
riod and interrogation point; writes letters; combines numbers 
readily and can work simple examples in addition and subtrac
tion; counts money and makes change; marches drills with 
clubs and dumb bells; sings well; plays baritone horn in the 
band; does good work on the farm and in the shop; it usually 
obedient and very gentlemanly and seldom loses his temper.

No. 455 (Age 16.)—When he entered the school he could read 
from the Second Reader; write poorly; count, write and add 
numbers; knew form and color; was quiet and obedient but 
indolent and without ambition. Has been under training one 
year. He now reads in the Third Reader, can read understand- 
ingly such magazines as " Wide Akake” and “ St. Nicholas,” 
enjoys “ Anderson's Fairy Tales,” “ Robinson Crusoe,” etc; 
in arithmetic does examples combining addition, subtraction 
and multiplication; writes quite rapidly and in a fair hand; 
knows the use of the period, comma and interrogation point; 
understands the use of capital letters; can write a letter with 
out aid; has a fair knowledge of geography; marches and drills 
with dumb bells; sings; plays the bass drum in the band; does 
well in the shop and farm ; is anxious to learn.

No. 239 (Age H.)—When he entered the school he spoke but 
little and very imperfectly; when forming sentences he would 
use only the principal words; could form some letters; knew 
plain forms and some of the colors: knew nothing of numbers; 
was retiring and would not enter into play with the other chil
dren around him. He has been under training four years His 
speech is much improved. He reads from the First Reader 
and writes well; can combine numbers readily and does simple 
examples in addition, subtraction and multiplication. Counts 
money and makes change. In language work writes from dic
tation, forms simple sentences, etc.; writes letters, knows the 
use of the period and interrogation point and understands the 
use of capital letters; tells time; can march and drill with dumb 
bells and clubs; plays a cornet in the band; in the shop he saws 
scroll work rapidly and beautifully and is quite expert at some 
parts of brush making. Is active and industrious.

No. 274 (Age 16.)— When she came to the institute only
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spoke German; had never been in school: has been under 
training three years; has learned to speak English; reads 
in the third reader and writes well; can do simple examples in 
addition, subtraction and multiplication; in language work can 
reproduce short stories; does sentence building, etc.: has some 
knowledge of U. S. history: marches, drills with dumb bells 
and clubs; she sings well; makes her own dresses with some 
help in cutting; does chamber and dining room work well.

No. 241 (Age 6.)— When she entered school she spoke only a 
few words; did not know form or color; would not amuse her
self with anything; was so inattentive that she had to be spoken 
to repeatedly before her attention could be gained, and for 
some time we thought her hearing must be defective; she has 
been under training four and one half years; she has learned 
to speak very well; reads in the first reader; spells, counts and 
writes numbers to one hundred; adds simple numbers; writes 
letters; knows forms and colors: marches, sings and drills with 
dumb bells and clubs; does plain sewing; makes her own bed; 
has learned to dress herself.

No. 100 (Age 8 .)—He came to the institution from the hospi
tal for insane; he spoke but little, and that imperfectly; knew 
how to speak and use correctly only the names of the most 
common objects, and could not tell their uses; had no com pre
hension of action words: a horse running and a horse standing 
still were to him the same things, so far as expression was con
cerned; he was just as liable to say “ sitting” or any other word 
to express what it was doing; he had no words to express 
feeling; when attached to a person would use any word to 
express the emotion; the words “ heat"  “ blue," or any other 
ones might be used to express affection; it was the same with 
any action he saw or performed, or any feeling he experienced; 
he had a violent temper; would close his eyes and become 
almost rigid when told to do anything he did not wish to do; 
he had never been in school; has been under training five 
years; he now speaks very well; reads from the second reader; 
spells, writes a letter very well: writes and adds numbers in 
hundreds readily; does simple work in subtraction; counts 
money and makes change for anything less than fifty cents; 
will reproduce a simple story; can take an object and write 
several sentences about it; marches and sings; plays a cornet 
in the band; drills with dumb bells and clubs; .is usually very 
good natured; is proud of everything he does, and speaks of
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his improvement frequently and with much satisfaction; does 
very good work in the shop, especially in drawing brush fibre.

No. 304 (age 9).—When he came to the institution he spoke 
but imperfectly. Could count some and knew form and color. 
Had never been in school. Was of a mild disposition. Has 
been under training three years. He h as improved in his 
speech. Reads in the second reader. Reads understandingly 
the stories in his Sunday school papers and simple storybooks. 
Does simple examples in addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division. Writes letters without help. Can tell or write 
a story very well. Understands the use of capital letters. 
Can use the period and interrogation point. Counts money 
and makes change. Tells time. Marches. Drills with dumb 
bells and clubs. Sings. Plays a tenor horn in the band. 
Works well in the shop.

No. 84 (age 27).—When she came to the institution could 
read some. Could not write. Had very little knowledge of 
numbers. Could not run the scale. Has been three years 
under training. She now reads from the third reader. Reads 
understandingly the simple magazines and papers. Writes and 
reads numbers in thousands. Adds numbers readily. Does 
simple work in subtraction, multiplication and division. Writes 
letters. Can reproduce stories. Knows the use of the comma, 
period and interrogation point. Understands use of capital 
letters. Sings alto well. Has some knowledge of geography. 
Works in the bakery. Makes all her own clothes with some 
help in cutting.

No. 413 (age 11).— Could read very poorly and very little. 
Knew nothing of numbers. Knew form and color. Could 
make some of the letters and write her name. Could not spell. 
Was very inattentive. Had been three years in the Minneap
olis public schools. Has been under training one and one half 
years. She has learned to read well in the first reader. Spells 
such words as are in the most common use. Writes. Can 
count and write numbers to one hundred, adds small numbers, 
knows use of comma, period and interrogation point, She 
understands use of capital letters. Does plain sewing. Makes 
her own bed, marches, sings very well indeed, drills with dumb 
bells and clubs, and will continue to improve in all directions.
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INVENTORY SCHOOL FOR FEEBLE MINDED 
(EXEPTLANDSAND BUILDINGS)

AUG. 1s t . 1889.

Sub-class
ification. Totals.

A U G . 1 s t , 1890.

Sub-class
ification. Totals.

a.
b.

a.
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f  
9 h. 
i. 
k.

a.
b. 
c.
d.

a.
b.
c.
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. h. 
i.

a.
b.
c.
d. 
e. 
f . 
9.

1.A t t e n d a n c e .                      
R e g u la r ..................
Transient ................

2. F o o d ....................
Breadstuffs.............
Butter and milk ...

$444.51
$11.77

Eggs
F r u i t .........................................
F ish ..................................................
Meats.........................................
Pou l try .....................................
Sundry supplies......... .............
Vegetables................................
F re ight .....................................

3. C l o t h i n g  & b e d d i n g .
Wearing apparel.....................
Materials and findings.........
Bedding

5.16
83 .0 2
10.10

2 0 3 .8T 
24.59

3 .876 .96

Freight, etc.
4.
5.
6. 
7  
8. 
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

L a u n d r y  s u p p l i e s .
F u e l ..........................
L i g h t ...................................
M e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  .
F r e i g h t , e t c ...............
P o s t a g e , e t c ...............
B o o k s , e t c
A m u s e m e n t s , e t c  .

96.02
143.92

26.62
588.26

80.79

69.80

H o u s e h o l d  s u p p l i e s  
F u r n i t u r e , e t c . . . . . .
BUILDING, REPAIRS, etc

Brick, e t c . ................................
Hardware.................................
Lumber......................................
Miscellaneous..........................
Painting and glazing............
Plumbing, e t c ........................          273.27
Work by contract...................
Freight, e tc ............................. ....................
Labor on repairs.................... ...................

15. T o o l s  a n d  m a c h i n e ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1
16. F a r m ,  Ga r d e n ,  e t c .  .

Implements and vehicles.. .
F eed .......................................... :

Harness, shooing, etc .............
Live s to c k ................................
Roads and fencing.................
Seeds, e t c .................................
Freight e tc ...............................

17. I n s u r a n c e ....................
18. B u r i a l  e x p a n s e s ___
19. E x p e n s e s  n o t  c l a s s ’d
20. I n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n ing

14.61
504.26
743.26  
3,492.06

5,216.58
425.86

166.24

106.00
730 .00

$500 .0 0

5 ,3 0 0 .0 0

8 7 .0 0
5 0 .0 0
25 .00  

650.00

20.00
510.00
710.00
3520 .00
5400.00
500.00

1 ,230 .00
...............  1 ,242.80 ........................ , 2 ,740.00
4 06 .8 0  ; .......................

684.73 632.89
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 I N V E N T O R Y ,  SCHOOL FOE FEEBLE-MINDED (EXCEPT LANDS
A N D  B U I L D I N G S . )

AUG. 1s t . 1889. A U G . 1s t , 1890.

a. Tools and materia]----
b. Manufactured articles.
c. Mat making...................
d. Brush making..............
e. Scroll sawing................
f. Sewing c lass ..................
g. Library..........................
h. Brass..............................
i. Tin shop, C. J. & T . ..

Totals

S u b - c l a s s  Sub-class-
i f i c a t i o n .  T o t a l s  i f i c a t i o n .

30.91 
21.85  
18.13  

473 .22  
140.6 2

67.75

$18,734.49

14.15 
380.40 

62.36 
81.11

59.92
34.95

Totals

$ 2 1 ,8 7 4 .8 9

CIRCULAR.

D E S C R I P T I O N - — L O C A T I O N .

The school is situated upon the east bluff of Straight river, 
overlooking the city of Faribault, which lies to the west o f  the 
river. It is about two miles from the railroad depots, and 
forms the southern terminus of a line of six public institutions, 
which are arranged in the following order from the north, viz: 
Shattuck Military School (Episcopal), School for the Deaf 
(State), St. Mary's Ladies Hall (Episcopal), Seabury Hall 
(Episcopal), School for the Blind (State), and School for Feeble- 
Minded (State).

O B J ECT.

The school has for its objects the training of such feeble
minded children as are capable of improvement, and the care 
and comfort of such as cannot be improved. The former is ac
complished by regular school and industrial work adapted to 
this class; the ultimate aim being to make each child self-sup
porting, or as nearly so as possible. To accomplish this, all o f  
the training is of the most practical nature.

M E T H O D S  O F  T R A I N I N G  S CHO OL.

The children are under the g u idance  o f re fined  teachers, 
who, while they endeavor to impart the simple elements of an 
English education, are constantly on the alert to correct im 
proper habits, develop the sense of right and wrong, teach 
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acts of courtesy, and to keep all hands busy at something use
ful. About six hours a day are devoted to school room methods 
and industrial occupations, which vary according to the capac
ity of the child, from stringing- buttons and beads, or matching 
colors and form blocks, to recitations in reading, penmanship, 
numbers, geography, orthography, composition and other e le
mentary work of the common schools. Music:, dancing and 
calisthenics occupy a large portion of the time, and are of p r i
mary importance in arousing and maintaining the interest o f  
the sluggish minds and strengthening their feeble wills.

M A N U A L  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  O C C U P A T I O N S .

Properly adapted occupations and games of the Kindergarten 
are employed for the little children, while manual and indus 
trial training is co-ordinated with the school work for the older 
ones. Experience has shown with this class, as with normal 
children, that definite physical effort to accomplish a useful o b 
ject, if only to do an errand or button a shoe, tends to mental 
and moral development, effective in proportion as it involves 
complexity of movement and thought within the limit of ability 
to perform the same properly. The programme is so arranged 
as to keep all busy during the school hours, the time being di
vided between literary and industrial occupations. By this 
means, it is believed, maximum mental development can be 
realized and each child, at the same time, be rendered capable 
of the greatest degree o f self-support.

Brush making, mat weaving, scroll sawing, repousse work, 
farming, gardening, and care of stock are some of the industries 
adapted to the boys and are followed by them at the school.

The girls are employed at plain and fancy needle-work, cro
cheting, halving, cooking, and general house w ork.

O U T S I D E  O F  S C H O O L  H O U R S

The pupils are under the care constantly of attendants. 
Abundant recreation is provided for all out of doors when the 
weather will permit. It is the earnest endeavor of the man
agement to surround each child with good home influences in
school and out. No employe can retain a position in the school
whose influence, with the children is k n o w n  to  be detrimental
to them. 

Books and periodicals, of a suitable kind, are furnished for 
the use of the pupils.
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S U N D A Y  O B S E R V A N C E .

On Sunday mornings, regular Sunday School exercises are 
held by the superintendent and teachers, and on Sunday even
ings, the superintendent, or one of the teachers, instructs by 
" plain talks’" in morality and good conduct. An effort is made 
to develop strength of character, and to cultivate purity of 
heart and purpose.

Any pupils, whose physical health or mental peculiarities do 
not render it inadvisable, may attend church services in the 
city with teachers or attendants, as approved by the superin 
tendent.

The school is non-sectarian and the wishes o f parents will 
always be observed in the selection of churches for attendance.

M E D I C A L  C A R E .

The school is under the care of a medical superintendent and 
the needs of such as require ordinary medical aid are supplied. 
An occulist and aurist is also employed who gives necessary at
tention to the needs in this direction.

V A C A T I O N .

During the months of July and August there is a nominal 
vacation of the schools, and when it is deemed advisable by the 
superintendent, children may be returned to their homes for 
vacation.

D U R A T I O N  O F  A T T E N D A N C E .

Admissions are not made for any specified time. Applicants 
may be received at any time during the year, but the best in
terests of the pupils are consulted in reference to their 
discharge.

A G E  O F  A P P L I C A N T S .

There is no age qualification required for admission, though 
the earlier a feeble-minded child can be received, after leaving 
the mother's arms, the better the chances for improvement in 
most cases.

C U S T O D I A L  O R A S Y L U M  C A S E S .

Such children as are not capable of improvement, or but 
slightly so. are cared for separately from those in school, and 
every effort is exerted to make their lives as comfortable and 
happy as possible. A  school is maintained in this department 
so that no case will be neglected, however hopeless it may ap
pear at first.
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EPILEPTICS.

Epileptic persons whose minds are weak, or in whom th is  
condition is threatened, are assigned a place in the institution  
and given medical treatment and mental and physical training 
adapted to their requirements.

CLASSIFICATION.

Pupils are classified by the superintendent and assigned to 
their appropriate departments of the institution

DISCIPLINE.

Sympathy and kindness on the part of officers, teachers, and 
attendants render government simple and easy generally.  
Cases seeming to require punishment are acted upon by the 
superintendent or an officer and corporal punishment is not 
delegated to any one. If in an extreme case it is required, the 
superintendent alone assumes the responsibility of such action.

TERM OF ADM ISSION.

All feeble-minded persons, residents of the state of Minne
sota, who, in the opinion of the superintendent, are of suitable 
age and capacity to receive instruction in this school, and 
whose defects prevent them from receiving proper training in 
the public schools of the state, and all idiotic and epileptic per
sons, residents of the state, may be admitted to their respect
ive departments, and receive the benefits of the school free of 
charge subject to such rules and regulations as may be made 
by the board of directors.

Applications should be made to the superintendent for blank 
forms, from which, when filled out and returned, a decision 
can be made as to admission.

E X P E N S E S .

A  deposit, not exceeding forty dollars ($40) per annum, as 
fixed by the board of directors, is required in advance for 
clothing and traveling expenses of each child. Relatives of 
children are required to file with the superintendent a duly and 
proper executed bond for the subsequent payment of funds for 
clothing and traveling expenses, as may be required.

For further information address:
D r.  A. C. R o g e r s ,

Faribault, Minn.


